
AGW-PE AND PACLINK MP

Winlink on a budget
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MICRO BUDGET
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No TNC, No Radio- Just a PC with an Internet connection

This set-up is a great introduction to using the Paclink MP program and the 

Winlink2000 email system.  All you need is a computer with Internet access and an 

Amateur Radio license.  To go this route, continue on to the next page, and then jump 

down to the title page for PACLINK MP INSTALLATION.  Once you get through that 

section, you will be prompted to skip on down to the EMAIL CLIENT title screen.

If you later add a radio and TNC to your set-up, you can go back through the tutorial 

and read those sections that deal with the AGW-PE program and using Paclink MP 

through it.

Paclink MP does support most newer TNC units directly, with no need for the AGW 

program, so if you are buying a new Timewave, Kantronics, or SCS TNC, you can skip 

the AGW steps.



PUTTING YOUR OLD TNC TO WORK

òAny TNC with KISS-mode (New models like the Tiny 
Tracker 4 should work as well)

ò 2 Meter rig with TNC cables

òPC running Windows 2000,  XP or Vista

òRS-232 Serial port or USB-Serial adapter with 
cable

To Doé.

Ç Install and configure AGW-PE

Ç Install and configure Paclink MP

ÇConfigure email client
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ASSUMPTIONS
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ÅYou have a fundamental understanding of Winlink2000. Go to www.winlink.orgfor 

introductions and explanations of the system.  Be sure to check out the FAQ section 

for extensive information on various aspects of Winlinkand supporting software.

ÅYou are running a PC with the Windows 2000, Windows XP, or Windows Vista 

operating system.  Paclink MP is not supported on Windows ME, 98, or earlier flavors.

Å(If you are going to set up radio access) You have a working packet TNC, radio, 

cabling, and serial interface on your computer.

ÅYou have an active Internet connection at the time of installations and set-up.

ÅYou have a basic understanding of Windows files and folders, and can navigate to 

them using Windows Explorer or a similar utility.

ÅYou have a utility to open òZIPó compressed file sets.

http://www.winlink.org/


Installation and Configuration

AGW-PE 
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If you want to use Paclink MP only over the Internet (no radio), skip to the Paclink 

MP Installation title slide, you do not need AGW-PE!



ÅAGW-PE is delivered in a ZIP file

ÅThere is NO INSTALLATION routine- when you un-Zip the files into a directory, 

that is where the program òAGW Packet Engineó will run from.  Remember 

where you create the directory where you put the AGW files- you will need to 

navigate there in later steps.

ÅThe first time you run AGW-PE you will have to click a license agreement, then 

the software will minimize to the òsystem Trayó

Right-Click the AGW icon in the system tray
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ÅLeft-click PROPERTIES

Click NEW PORT

Select the serial

Port number

Set the computer 

to TNC baud rate 

(this is not the 

on-air data rate)

Pick your TNC brand 

and model

Create a port 

description or 

accept default

Click OK when 

done!
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